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2009

Al Bloomer
USA Hockey Inc.
National Coach in Chief

HOW CAN I ACHIEVE 

MY HOCKEY  DREAM?



What is your dream?      

ü Play NCAA College Hockey 
- 3,716 Male Players  (1.0%)  1/100

Div 1-3                       74.4% U.S. Citizens Ages 18-26
- 1,847 Female Players (12.5%) ~1/8

76.5% U.S. Citizens Ages 18 -22
******************

ACHA Div 1-3      - 8,775 Male Players ( 10.0 %) 1/10 
Div 1-2      - 1,125 Female Players ( 16.7 %) 1/6

******************
üPlay in the NHL - 690 Players  ( 0.13%)  - 1/800

172 U.S. Citizens (25.0%)
188 European (27.3%)
330 Canadian (47.7%)

Numbers based on 2008 rosters



How do I achieve my dream?

Typical Questions:

ü What is my best route to college hockey?  Is there more than one?

üWhere do I fit? 

ü How important are academics?

üWhat is best for me?

ü How do I get noticed?

ü If I am a good player, will they find me?

üWhat role should my coach play?

ü Is there typical route to the NHL



Getting an Education

·Typical Routes to NCAA College Hockey:

ü Prep School ï(72 boys & 56 girls programs +/-)

ü USA & Canadian Junior  ñAò Hockey ï(top 6% ages 15 to 20)

· 74,000 U.S. & 167,000 Canadian ïBoys

· 9,000 U.S. & 24,980 Canadian - Girls

ü Public High School ïsanctioned /accredited 

ü USA Hockey Midget Tier 1 (ages 18 & under)

Å 27, 330 U.S. & 73,000 Canadian - Boys

Å 3,128 U.S. &  12,512 Canadian - Girls



FACTORS TO CONSIDER WHEN SELECTING YOUR 

ROUTE TO COLLEGE HOCKEY

üAcademic Impact ɀNCAA eligibility

üReputation of the Program ɀHistory 

üRecruiting foot print

üLocation ɀyou should visit before committing

üCost ɀDirect & Indirect

üBe Realistic ɀplay or watch

üAre they really interested in you?

üSocial Aspects 

üCoach 

Beware Major Junior( CHL) will impact NCAA eligibility



üPlaying in a CHL game after your expected High School Graduation 
year makes you permanently ineligible to play NCAA Hockey

üPlaying 1 game of Major Junior makes you ineligible for one 
yearéexhibitionsare included in this rule.

üIf you go to a Major Junior Campéyou can stay only 48 hours on 
their dime.

üGoaliesédressing is playing

üSigning a contract with an agent makes you ineligible

What You Need To Know about Major Junior - CHL



WHAT IS IMPORTANT TO THE COACH

üAcademics - note for every Athletic Scholarship $ 

there are 12 Academicscholarship $s 

üPassion & Purpose ɀȰ(ÕÎÇÒÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȱ

üMental Toughness & Discipline

üTraining ɀNutrition ɀStrength

üPractice habits ɀȰÃÏÁÃÈ-ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȱ

üRespect

üSkills

üHockey Sense

üTeam Player ɀaccept your role

üCharacter Counts



üThe Stability                        

üThe Development Model 
ü Practice vs. game

ü Off ice training / development

ü Coaching staff

ü Facilities

ü NHL / Europe / USA

ü%ÄÕÃÁÔÉÏÎȣ#ÏÌÌÅÇÅ $ÅÇÒÅÅ ȣ )ÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÓ  ÔÈÅ ÄÏÏÒ ÏÆ  
Opportunity  $$$$$$$$$$$

ü,ÉÆÅ ÌÏÎÇ ÆÒÉÅÎÄÓÈÉÐÓȣ.ÅÔ×ÏÒË

üSocial Experience

WHY COLLEGE HOCKEY?



181 NCAA College Hockey programs - 2008

SAT Scoresɀ(Verbal + Math only) Number of Schools you Qualify for

1400 + 181                         Avg  ACT 31 +

1200 to 1299 153

1100 to 1199 115

1000 to 1099 75

900 to 999 17                            Avg ACT17

If you need academic reinforcement or rehabilitation,

perhaps you should consider Prep, Post Graduate School 

or Jr. College.
Note Quality Points from Core Courses added to ACT. The lower 

your QP the higher your test scores need to be.



NCAA Players 2007-2008ïMale Players

What states do they come from?

·Division 1 Men  --- 1,573 players
üMinnesota - 13.2%

üOntario - 12.5%

üMichigan - 9.6%                                    } 50.3%

üMassachusetts ɀ7.8%

üAlberta ɀ7.2%

ÅDivision 3 Men ɀ2,143 players

üMassachusetts ɀ16.9%

üMinnesota ɀ14.8%

üNew York ɀ8.9%                                    } 54.8%

üOntario ɀ8.9%

üMichigan ɀ5.3%



NCAA Players 2007-2008ïMale Players

What programs do they come from?
Program Division 1 Division 2 Division 3 Total

NEPSAC & PS 282 85 490 857

NAHL ïJr II 251 1 187 439

USHL ïJr I 343 0 30 373

EJHL ïJr III 142 22 184 348

High School 24 35 254 313

OPJHL ïOnt II 98 1 132 231

BCHL- BC II 171 0 54 225

AJHL ïAlb II 91 0 22 113

CJHLïOnt II 48 1 39 88

AtJHL ïJr III 9 11 53 73

ACHA  Transfer 4 0 4 8

This represents ~ 82.56 % of 3,716 
players on NCAA rosters



NCAA Players 2007-2008 ïFemale Freshman

What states do they come from? 

·Division 1 Women ɀ776 players
üMinnesota ɀ17.7%

üOntario ɀ15.7%

üMassachusetts ɀ7.4%                                  } 58.5%

üAlberta ɀ6.0%

üNew York ɀ5.4%

·Division 3 Women ɀ1,070 players

üMinnesota ɀ21.8%

üMassachusetts ɀ13.8%

üOntario ɀ8.7%                                            } 53. 5%

üMichigan ɀ4.6%

üWisconsin ɀ4.6%




